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Professor Stan Fenwick PhD, MSC, BVMS 

Stan Fenwick is a veterinarian involved in veterinary public health and capacity building in 

South East Asia. He graduated from Glasgow University in 1978, and worked in large animal 

practice in the UK before returning to university to complete Master‟s degrees in Aquatic 

Veterinary Medicine (Stirling University, 1980) and Tropical Veterinary Medicine (Edinburgh 

University, 1981). From 1982 until 1986 he worked in the Yemen Arab Republic as the Senior 

Veterinary Field Officer for the British funded Veterinary Services Project, coordinating disease 

control programs, principally rinderpest and other OIE list A diseases. In 1986 he took up an 

academic appointment at Massey University in New Zealand, where he taught Veterinary 

Microbiology and completed a PhD on “Yersinia enterocolitica infections in pigs and humans in 

New Zealand”. In 2001 he moved to Murdoch University in Perth where he taught Veterinary 

Public Health until taking up his current position at Tufts University in Boston, USA. His 

contribution to Murdoch University was honoured with an Emeritus Professorship in Veterinary 

Public Health. He joined the Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts in 2010 as a 

Research Professor, and since then has been based in Bangkok, Thailand as Regional Technical 

Director for RESPOND, part of USAID‟s Emerging Pandemic Threat (EPT) program. A major 

part of his work in SE Asia is providing support for SEAOHUN, the South East Asia One Health 

University Network, whose aim is to build capacity among university graduates and 

governments to respond to outbreaks of emerging and re-emerging diseases using the One Health 

approach. 

Title: From Plague to SARS – a Short History of Animal-Associated Epidemics Zoonoses 

and human disease 

His talk will cover the definition, how they arose and the origins of certain zoonotic diseases – 

measles, smallpox, tuberculosis. He will also speak on the epidemic of zoonoses and the spread 

of zoonoses in the ancient world especially influenza, plague and yellow fever and the zoonoses 

in the modern world and the changing face of zoonoses (SARS, HPAI and Nipah). Where to next 

in zoonis infections – MERS, H7N9 etc. 

 

Associate Professor Ooi Eng Eong BMBS, PhD FRCPath 

Deputy Director Program in Emerging Infectious Diseases, Duke-NUS Graduate Medical School 

 

Ooi Eng Eong trained in medicine at the University of Nottingham and thereafter pursued PhD 

training in molecular epidemiology under the mentorship of now Emeritus Professor Chan Soh 



Ha at the Department of Microbiology, National University of Singapore (NUS). His 

postdoctoral work on dengue epidemiology led to a secondment from NUS to the Quarantine and 

Epidemiology Department in the Ministry of the Environment. Thereafter, he worked his way 

through various public health agencies although his research interest remained focus on 

identifying the reasons for the re-emergence of dengue in Singapore despite the vector control 

effort. His findings also led him to reason that vector control is not a sustainable approach to 

dengue prevention and that the global effort is in urgent need for an effective vaccine. To tackle 

the main challenge in dengue vaccine development, he returned to academia in 2008 and 

established a laboratory that interfaces between clinical epidemiology, virology and 

immunology. The team has focused on uncovering the mechanism governing the interaction 

between dengue virus, antibodies and host cells. Shedding light on these mechanisms could 

provide the knowledge necessary to propel the development of a safe and effective vaccine 

forward. 

Title: Dengue prevention and the elusive sustainable solution. 

The global distribution of both dengue virus (DENV) and its mosquito vectors results in 

approximately 400 million infections annually. While most of these infections result in self-

limiting albeit debilitating acute illness, some of these illness develop into life-threatening fluid 

loss through plasma leakage, internal hemorrhage or severe organ impairment. Without a 

preventative vaccine or a specific antiviral agent, disease prevention and outbreak control relies 

solely on vector control.  Singapore‟s over 40 years of experience with mosquito control to 

reduce dengue incidence provides for an interesting case study.  Prof Ooi Eng Eong will provide 

an overview on these control measures and their impact on dengue incidence. He will also 

describe recent insights on dengue immunity and pathogenesis that may impact dengue vaccine 

design and development. 

 

Professor Richard Loh Li-Cher MBBCh (NUI), MD (London), FRCP, FAMM, FCCP 

Richard Loh studied medicine in Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland and thereafter worked in 

United Kingdom where he completed his MRCP (UK) and Higher Specialist Training in 

Respiratory Medicine in London. During this time, he also completed his research MD with 

University of London on immunomodulatory therapies for severe asthma, a pursuit spent under 

supervisions by Professor Barry A Kay in National Heart of Lung Institute, Imperial College 

London; Professor Neil C Barnes in London Chest Hospital, and Dr Brian O „Connor in King‟s 

College Hospital, London. His research findings were among the first few globally who 

identified and explored the role of neutrophils in steroid-dependent/refractory asthma and the 

mechanistic roles of anti-CD4 and IL-12 recombinant antibodies as biologic agents for asthma. 

Since returning to Malaysia in 2000, he has continued his academic career with International 

Medical University till 2007 and thereafter with Penang Medical College. While his research 



focus remains primarily on asthma and COPD, he has regularly published work on TB and non-

TB pneumonia over the years in Malaysia. Richard Loh was appointed Assembly Head of “Non-

Tuberculosis” Lung Infections Scientific Assembly of Asia-Pacific Society of Respirology 

(APSR) from 2006 to 2009, and had organized the first regional seminar of APSR on Avian Bird 

Flu in Australia in 2006. He maintains active clinical practice as chest physician till today.  

Title: Tuberculosis- Still a scourge of mankind 

Tuberculosis (TB) is one of mankind‟s oldest foes and still among the most feared disease today. 

Remarkably, Mycobacterium tuberculosis has developed protean mechanisms to survive and 

cause disease in the human host. It is these complex microbe-host interactions that have hindered 

any real success in our long struggle to develop effective diagnostic biomarkers, drugs and 

vaccines. HIV epidemic in the past thirty years has further aggravated our combat against TB but 

so has a huge unnecessary load of human, healthcare, socio-economic and political factors that 

could have been better managed. Especially worrisome today is in the emergence of multi (and 

more recently extensive)-drug-resistant TB that carries high mortality and poses grave public 

health concern. This lecture discusses the many old struggles still faced in TB management, 

highlights concerns with drug-resistant TB, and seeks to educate on the various means of 

improving the management, diagnosis and control of today‟s TB epidemic.   

 

Dr Alex K H Ooi, MBBS, MMed(O&G), FAMS, FICS, FRCOG, MBA, PKT 

Penang-born Dr Ooi spent formative years at the Penang Free School (as did Dr Wu) and was a 

Prefect.  He obtained his medical degree at the University of Singapore then specialized in 

Obstetrics & Gynecology. His special interests are diagnostics and minimally invasive surgery. 

He has been visiting professor to regional hospitals, including Shanghai's Fudan University and 

continues in active work and teaching. He was awarded the Kesatuan Akademis Medal for being 

an all-rounder and was conferred Honorary Life Membership by the International Federation of 

Medical Student Associations (United Nations related activities). He also obtained a Masters in 

Business Administration and served as Deputy Director of Tan Tock Seng Hospital, President of 

Warren Golf and The Tanglin Clubs and leadership in Rotary and other service avenues like the 

Singapore Red Cross. Though Wu Lien-Teh sports house existed at his time in school, he was 

oblivious of the man. It was only in 2008, when at the launch of Dr. Wu's museum in Harbin that 

he developed awareness of Dr. Wu's work and its impact on world health and environment. In 

2011, he attended Beijing University's 100th anniversary seminar of Dr. Wu's First World Plaque 

Conference.  He then co-organized a commemorative seminar in Harbin from 18-20, 2013, 

supported by many from Penang.  He is Secretary-General of the Dr Wu Lien-teh Society. 

 

Title:  The Lagacy of Dr Wu Lien-teh 

 

His introductory overview of the life and work of Dr Wu Lien-teh will reveal the man from 

perspectives in his Autobiography as well as of Plague as it relates to infectious diseases.  



Programme  

Event Time 

Arrival of guests and registration  8.30am – 9.00  

Welcome address by President of PMC  9.00 - 9.15 

Opening speech and officiating of the inaugural WLT 

symposium by the representative of the Minister of Health 

9.15 – 9.30  

Dr Alex K H Ooi – The Legacy of WLT  9.30 – 9.45  

Tea break  9.45 – 10.15 

Prof Stan Fenwick - a Short History of Animal-Associated  

 

Epidemics Zoonoses and human disease 

10.15 - 11.30 

Prof Richard Loh - Tuberculosis- Still a scourge of mankind 11.30 – 12.15pm 

Professor Ooi Eng Eong - Dengue prevention and the elusive 

sustainable solution 

12.15 – 1.00 

Close of symposium  1.00-1.10 

Lunch  1.10 – 2pm 

 


